
Dr. Alvise Vittori was a well-known Italian
ichthyologist, limnologist and all-round ecologist. He
started his professional career as a consultant for
commercial fisheries and in 1967 he was hired as an
aquatic biologist for the Trentino South Tyrol Region and
transferred to the Agricultural and Forestry Experiment
Station at San Michele all’Adige, Trento in 1972. After
many years of service, he was appointed Director of the
Experiment Station, where he oversaw its transition to the
now Fondazione Edmund Mach. 
While trained in Forestry Science (University of

Florence), Alvise’s heart was aquatic, a state of mind that
he attributed to growing up on the shores of Lake Garda.
His professional interests ranged from all aspects of
fisheries to lake and stream monitoring to habitat
restoration. In our small province of Trento (Italy), home
to over 350 lakes, >5000 km of running waters and >60
commercial fish farms, he was a well-known figure,
quite active in community affairs. Alvise Vittori was
nothing if not pragmatic and his expert advice on water-
related issues was often sought out by local
administrators and fishermen. We remember most his
broad geographical and historical knowledge of the
Trentino, his ‘hands on’ approach to limnology, his
directness, his dry humor and his intolerance of
bureaucracy (and bureaucrats). Alvise was definitely
someone who cannot be forgotten.
This was a man with a Vision! All who had the

opportunity to know Alvise Vittori can attest to his
foresight and intuition. Several of his projects, very
innovative at the time, are common practices in Italy
today. A few examples: he was instrumental in starting
lake monitoring in Trentino (1973) and in the 1980s he
founded the San Nicolò Laboratory on the shores of Lake
Garda where the monitoring program is still continuing.
Alvise was the force behind several Trentino lake
restoration projects, most notably Lake Caldonazzo. As
an ecologist, Alvise understood the importance of
biological monitoring not only of lakes but also of streams
and rivers. He initiated the ecological mapping of
Trentino’s waterways using macroinvertebrates in the
early 1980s. He was also instrumental in organizing
courses in the use of macroinvertebrates as monitoring
tools and promoted the publication of taxonomic guides
for Alpine and Italian macroinvertebrates. Here, he
worked hand in hand with CISBA (Centro Italiano Studi
di Biologia Ambientale) to promote the use of biological
indicators as monitoring tools at the national level. 
Alvise’s special rapport with fish and fishermen

culminated in the first Fisheries Management Plan (Carta

Ittica -1983) in Italy. This pioneering Carta Ittica was
soon copied by other provinces in Italy. He was acutely
aware of the importance of healthy fish stock both for
commercial fish farms and for restocking programs in
rivers and streams. With this in mind he founded the
Experimental Fish Farm at the Fondazione Edmund
Mach. His great contribution to inland fisheries
management was acknowledged by being named
Honorary Member of the Italian Freshwater Icthyologist
Society (AIIAD - Associazione Italiana Ittiologi Acque
Dolci).
Alvise’s legacy lives on, and in many ways, he helped

define applied limnology in Italy. Many of his initiatives
are still ongoing, either here, at the Fondazione E. Mach,
or at the Trento Environmental Protection Agency
(APPA). Alvise Vittori was a mentor not only to us, but
to dozens of Trentino students and fledgling limnologists.
More than a scientist, he saw himself as a public servant
and was always guided by the need to explain his science
and the spending of public monies to ordinary citizens.
He shunned formal scientific journals, with most of his
scientific production published in Esperienze e Ricerche,
the yearly publication of the former Agricultural and
Forestry Experiment Station (now Fondazione Edmund
Mach), but was a keen and down to earth communicator
to the general public. In fact, almost all of Alvise’s
writings were published in local journals and trade
magazines.
Alvise retired from public service in 1997 and

dedicated his retirement to teaching ecology to senior
citizens, gardening and truffle hunting. He is survived by
his wife Elvira, his two children and his beloved
grandchildren.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Bovo G, Vittori A, Barrucchelli G, 1986. [Carriers of viral
haemorrhagic septicemia and infectious pancreatic

REMEMBRANCE

Remembering Alvise Vittori
(Riva del Garda 1932 - Trento 2018)

Non
-co

mmerc
ial

 us
e o

nly



G. Flaim and F. Ciutti16

necrosis viruses among salmonids in the Sarca river
from Pinzolo to the Ponte Pià basin near salmon
farms].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric. 15: 229-236. 

Chemini C, Vittori A, 1976. [A case of a massive
appearance of Collembola in Trentino].[Article in
Italian]. Nat. Alp. 27:46-51. 

Flaim G, Leonardi G, Pinamonti V, Sittoni L, Vittori A.
1995.[ Mapping the biological quality of running
waters in the province of Trento].[Article in Italian].
Quaderni Esp. Ric. 1:1-125. 

Flaim G, Pinamonti V, Vittori A, 1980. [The acute and
semi-chronic toxicity of a mixture of pesticides
commonly used in fruit orchards for the fish Carassius
carassius L.].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric. 9:135-146. 

Maiolini B, Vittori A, 1980. [On the presence of
Holopedium gibberum Zaddack in Lake Valbona,
Province of Trento: (Crustacea: Cladocera)].[Article
in Italian]. St. Trent. Sci. Nat. Acta Biol. 57:75-81.

PAT (Autonomous Province of Trento), 1983. [The Fish
Management Plan: The Foundation document of the
Autonomous Province of Trento for a rational water
management policy].[Book in Italian]. Provincia
Autonoma di Trento. Editrice Temi, Trento: 117 pp. 

Pontalti L, Vittori A, 1996. [Pilot plant know-how in
relation to salmonid production, p. 295-305].[Article
in Italian]. Proceedings VI National Congress AIIAD. 

Pontalti L, Vittori A, 1999. [Improving stream quality in
Trentino by creating artificial lagoons, p. 46-58].
Proceedings VII National Congress AIIAD. 

Pontalti L, Vittori A, 1999. [Improving the biological
quality of a stream in Trentino by creating an artificial
lagoon].[Article in Italian]. Dendronatura 19:37-44.

Pontalti L, Vittori A, 2001. [Growth of the Garda carpione
(Salmo carpio L.) in aquaculture, p. 97-102].[Article
in Italian]. Proceedings VIII National Congress
AIIAD.

Vittori A, 1966. [Salvelinus alpinus sch. and Salmo
marmoratus cuv].[Article in Italian]. Nat. Alp.
17:39-44. 

Vittori A, 1968. [Current economy of salmonid farming
in the region Trentino South Tyrol].[Article in Italian].
Econ Trent 1:1-7. 

Vittori A, 1969. [Ecological surveys relating to alterations
of the lacustrine biocoenosis of Lake Tovel (Trentino)]
[Article in Italian]. St. Trent. Sci. Nat. 46B:267-281. 

Vittori A, 1972. [Biological problems related to the lack
of red blooms in Lake Tovel].[Article in Italian]. Nat.
Alp. 23:108-113. 

Vittori A, 1973. [Hydrobiochemical survey of Lake Tovel
during the 1971-1972 sampling campaign].[Article in
Italian]. Esp. Ric. 3:233-246. 

Vittori A, 1973. [Manual for the first survey of pollution
of running waters in Trentino-Alto Adige according to
D.P.G.R. June 15, 1970, n. 1483].[Book in Italian].

Stazione Sperimentale Agraria Forestale, San Michele
all’Adige. 

Vittori A, 1974. [Limnological observations on the
principal lakes in the Province of Trento].[Article in
Italian]. Esp. Ric. 3:433-449. 

Vittori A, 1975. [One of the ecological factors that
governs salmonid growth in fish farms: dissolved
oxygen].[Article in Italian]. Econ. Trent. 

Vittori A, 1977. [Limnological observations on the
principal lakes in the Province of Trento].[Article in
Italian]. Esp. Ric. 6:389-471. 

Vittori A, 1978. [The Italian experience: Lake
Caldonazzo].[Article in Italian]. Press conference on
Limnology, Circolo della Stampa, Milano.

Vittori A, 1981. [Considerations on the hydrobiology of
the Trentino part of Monte Baldo].[Article in Italian].
Nat. Alp. 32:47-49. 

Vittori A, 1981. [Multi-year experimentation on artificial
fertilization and incubation of native
salmonids].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric. 10:193-200. 

Vittori A, 1982. [The Fish Management Plan is a basic
tool for understanding water productivity].[Article in
Italian]. Qui Touring Corriere della Sera 12:57-58. 

Vittori A, 1985. [Lake trout (Salmo lacustris L), the queen
of the Benaco].[Article in Italian]. Nat. Alp. 36:43-44. 

Vittori A, 1989. [Limnological observations and the
trophic state of six lakes in Trentino: study period
1988-1989].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric. 19:295-325.

Vittori A, 1992. [Fish: the biology, morphology and
distribution of fish species that inhabit Trentino
waters].[Book in Italian]. Provincia Autonoma di
Trento: 88 pp. 

Vittori A, Leonardi G, Pinamonti V, Siligardi M, 1987.
[Lago di Caldonazzo: further limnological
observations for the years 1985-1986].[Article in
Italian]. Esp. Ric. 16:149-192. 

Vittori A, Leonardi G, Pinamonti V, Siligardi M, 1992.
[Lake Caldonazzo: Limnological observations for the
years 1987-1988].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric.
18:199-227. 

Vittori A, Siligardi M, Ciutti F, 1999. [Training in the use
of stream macroinvertebrates as a monitoring tool
(I.B.E): what we have learned after 13 years of
courses, p. 237-238].In: G.N. Baldaccini and G.
Sansoni (eds.), [Biologists and the environment:
towards the new millennium].[Book in Italian].
Reggio Emilia: CISBA.

Vittori A, Siligardi M, Leonardi G, Pinamonti V, 1983. [A
dedicated abacus as a tool for assessing the quality of
running water].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric. 12: 155-163. 

Vittori A, Siligardi M, Leonardi G, Pinamonti V, 1985.
[Limnological observations and the trophic state of
eight lakes in Trentino].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric.
14: 155-163. 

Non
-co

mmerc
ial

 us
e o

nly



Remembering Alvise Vittori 17

Vittori A, Siligardi M, Pinamonti V, Flaim G, Leonardi G,
1985. [Lake Caldonazzo: An experience of applied
limnology from 1975 to 1984].[Book in Italian].
Stazione Sperimentale Agraria Forestale, San Michele
all’Adige: 255 pp. 

Vittori A, Siligardi M, Leonardi G, Pinamonti V, 1987.
[Brief note on the fish population in Lake
Caldonazzo].[Article in Italian]. Esp. Ric. 16:143-148. 

Giovanna Flaim, Francesca Ciutti
Fondazione Edmund Mach

San Michele all’Adige (TN), Italy

Corresponding author: giovanna.flaim@fmach.it

Received: 15 May 2018.
Accepted: 23 May 2019.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
NonCommercial 4.0 License (CC BY-NC 4.0).

©Copyright: the Author(s), 2019
Licensee PAGEPress, Italy
Advances in Oceanography and Limnology, 2019; 10:8286
DOI: 10.4081/aiol.2019.8286

Non
-co

mmerc
ial

 us
e o

nly




