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Five Years of OSGeo: 
a 360° panorama

Markus Neteler
Fondazione E. Mach – CRI, Italy
markus.neteler@iasma.it

University of Trento, 9-11 February 2011
http://events.unitn.it/foss4g2011

http://events.unitn.it/foss4g2011
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4th February 2006
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Open Source GIS Umbrella Foundation: 
OSGeo – founded in February 2006

Not only about software project 
development but also about

● Communities,
● Public geodata, and
● Education!

www.osgeo.org http://www.flickr.com/photos/20184502@N00/

… and tolerance! ;-)

http://www.osgeo.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/20184502@N00/
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Good start in 2006 with 500,000 USD budget, basically donated by Autodesk

● 1 permanent staff
● Volunteers:

● 9 elected directors
● Elected charter members
● Community: thousands of volunteers

The “OSGeo code“:
● 6,000,000+ lines of code, 

representing 1,400+ development years across all projects
● Shared infrastructure: project hosting

Community today:
● 140+ mailing lists with 15,000+ unique subscribers
● Committees for fund raising, marketing, education, geodata, …

Open Source Geospatial Foundation
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OSGeo supports:
Software
Data
Education
Community

Open Source Geospatial Foundation
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
OGC Web Services
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: Web Mapping

Mapfish
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: Web mapping

Mapbender

Mapguide Open Source
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GeoMajas

The OSGeo “ecosystem”: Web mapping
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: Web mapping

Openlayers and OSM meet Obama...
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Metadata catalogue
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Libraries



  M
 N

e
te

le
r:

 G
F
O

S
S

-G
R

A
S

S
 c

o
n
fe

re
n
ce

 2
0

1
1

Abstraction layer

GDAL     
Raster    

      OGR
    Vector

http://www.gdal.org

Abstraction layer

ENVIGeoTIFF
SAR
GRASS

ECW
HDF4
JPEG2000

MrSID
ArcGRID

Metadata
 Number of bands
 Color table
 ...

 Coordinate system
 Projection

80 Frmts

EPSG
Codes

PROJ.4

The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Libraries Data abstraction GDAL

http://www.gdal.org/
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Abstraction layer

GDAL     
Raster    

      OGR
    Vector

Metadata
 Coordinate system
 Projection

Abstraction layer

EPSG
Codes

ArcCover
MITAB

Oracle

SHAPE

PostGIS
Geodatabase

DGN
40 Frmts

PROJ.4

http://www.gdal.org/ogr/

The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Libraries Data abstraction OGR

http://www.gdal.org/ogr/
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QGIS with GRASS toolbox

The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Desktop GIS
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GvSIG + Sextante with GRASS integration

The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Desktop GIS
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Desktop GIS

Udig with JGRASS
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OSSIM and OSSIM Planet

The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Desktop GIS
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: Try it without hassle – 
OSGeo LiveDVD and LiveUSB

http://live.osgeo.org/

http://live.osgeo.org/
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Public Geodata: OpenStreetMap (OSM)

Trento: 
April 2008

May 2008

Nov 2009
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Data with 
free license!

http://www.flickr.com/photos/24199866@N07/2505758243/
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: 
Education – enable people 
to teach and learn http://www.osgeo.org/educational_content

2011: 60 Tutorials and courses

http://www.osgeo.org/educational_content
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The OSGeo “ecosystem”: The Community – 
International & Local chapters

Main goals:

● Legal association with membership (you are welcome!), Donations

● Support for and among the members

● Conferences: annual GFOSS conference, ASITA, ...

● Marketing: flyers, logo, website

● Translations: OSGeo 
software  in Italian, ... 
language 

● Education: e-Learning, 
                  courseware 

Likewise: Francophone, D-A-CH, Japan, China, … see
                http://www.osgeo.org/content/chapters/

http://www.osgeo.org/content/chapters/
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http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Library

www.spatialguru.com

www.grassbook.org

2005

2008 2009

www.mappinghacks.com

http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Library

www.spatialguru.com

2005

2008 2009

FOSS4G bookshelf: read more!

http://www.mappinghacks.com/
http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Library
http://www.spatialguru.com/
http://www.grassbook.org/
http://www.mappinghacks.com/
http://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Library
http://www.spatialguru.com/
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OSGeo Sponsors
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Netherlands 2
Sweden 2
Brazil 3
Ireland 3
Korea 3
France 4
India 4
Spain 4
Switzerland 4
Africa 5
Japan 5
South 5
Belgium 6
Poland 6
Australia 10
Italy 10
Canada 11
England 11
Germany 17
USA 28

Afganistan 1
Arab 1
Argentina 1
Austria 1
Belarus 1
Chile 1
Emirates 1
Luxembourg 1
Malaysia 1
New 1
Norway 1
Philippines 1
Portugal 1
Romania 1
Russia 1
Ukraine 1
United 1
Zealand 1
Denmark 2
Greece 2
Israel 2

OSGeo Service
Providers (2/2011)

FOSS4G Business Trends

OSGeo Service Providers directory

    http://www.osgeo.org/search_profile

● Voluntary registration (130+ companies 
currently registered)

● 25 companies with >= 20 employees

FOSS4G business model:
● service oriented and customization
● Value is the solution, not the technology
● Solutions drive the technology - 

not the other way around
● FOSS4G can be commercial used!

        … a success!

http://www.osgeo.org/search_profile
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It has been a long way...

… to be on the top of the clouds!

Time for the next speaker...!
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