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PREFACE 
Dear ECM9 Attendees, 

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to the IX European Congress of Mammalogy (ECM9) in the 
beautiful and historic city of Patras, Greece. This event, taking place from March 31 to April 4, 
2025, is organised by the Hellenic Zoological Society, the European Mammal Foundation, and 
Mammal Conservation Europe, under the auspices of the University of Patras. We are honored to 
host over 250 participants from more than 40 countries, all united by a shared passion for 
mammalian research and conservation. 

ECM9 continues the tradition of the European Congress of Mammalogy, a conference series that 
began in Lisbon in 1991 and has since been held in Southampton, Jyväskylä, Brno, Siena, Paris, 
Stockholm, and Warsaw. Over the years, these congresses have provided invaluable 
opportunities for collaboration and exchange, fostering scientific advancements in mammalogy 
across Europe and beyond. 

The congress program covers a wide range of topics, reflecting the diverse and evolving nature of 
mammalian science. With 16 thematic sessions, ECM9 will explore subjects, such as Genetics 
and Genomics, Conservation Biology, various aspects of Ecology, including Disease and Parasite 
Ecology, Population Dynamics, Climate Change, and Innovative Methodologies in Mammal 
Research and New Trends in Taxonomy, Threatened Mammals, Wildlife Management etc. 
Through oral and poster presentations, as well as plenary sessions led by distinguished 
researchers, we aim to facilitate meaningful discussions and inspire future research directions. 

Beyond the scientific program, ECM9 provides a unique opportunity to connect with colleagues, 
exchange ideas, and build collaborations that will shape the future of mammalogy. We encourage 
you to take advantage of the vibrant academic and social atmosphere of this congress. Patras, 
with its rich cultural heritage and stunning coastal setting, offers an excellent backdrop for both 
professional and informal networking. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the members of the Organising and Scientific Committees, as 
well as to the Plenary speakers, session chairs, and all presenters for their invaluable 
contributions. We are also deeply grateful to our supporting institutions and sponsors, whose 
efforts and generosity have made this event possible. 

Finally, we thank you—our attendees—for your participation and enthusiasm. Your contributions 
and discussions will be at the heart of ECM9’s success. We hope you enjoy a stimulating and 
rewarding congress and take home new insights, collaborations, and memories. 

Welcome to ECM9 and enjoy your time in Patras! 

 

George P. Mitsainas  

On behalf of the ECM9 Organising Committee



SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME-MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2025 
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Multi-disciplinary approach to understanding emerging ecological 
interactions in an Alpine mammal community 

1,2,3Charlotte Vanderlocht, 1,4Andrea Corradini, 1,4Federico Ossi, 5,6Valerio Donini, 6,4Francesco Ferretti, 
3,7Luca Corlatti, 1Luana Bontempo, 1,4Heidi C. Hauffe, 5Luca Pedrotti & 1,4Francesca Cagnacci  

 
1 Fondazione Edmund Mach, Italy 
2 University of Trento, Italy 
3 Stelvio National Park, Italy 
4 National Biodiversity Future Centre, Italy 
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6University of Siena, Italy 
7University of Freiburg, Germany 

 

Presenter e-mail address: charlotte.vanderlocht@gmail.com 
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Human-induced environmental changes are placing unprecedented pressures on ecosystems 

worldwide, driving biodiversity losses that threaten ecosystem functioning and resilience. Among the 

most critical yet understudied consequences of these losses is the disruption or rapid modification of 

ecological interactions between species. However, investigating such interactions requires 

disentangling multiple co-occurring and interrelated factors within complex pathways that can often 

not be addressed with single approaches. Here, we present a case study focusing on emerging 

ecological interactions within a large mammal community in the Alps, spurred by decades of 

anthropogenic influences, including increased human disturbance, climate and land-use changes, and 

the ongoing natural recolonisation by wolves. To address these complexities, we designed a 

comprehensive, systematic field study with a quasi-experimental approach, integrating diverse state-

of-the-art methodologies along a temporal gradient since wolf recolonisation, including animal 

movement and space use (bio-logging), activity patterns (camera-trapping), diet composition (genetic 

metabarcoding), gut microbiota profiles (genomic metataxonomics), ecosystem element tracking 

(stable isotope analysis), and vegetational surveys (field sampling). Through this multi-disciplinary 

framework, we unravel complementary aspects of horizontal and vertical interactions between large 

mammals, at various scales: spatiotemporal activity overlaps, behavioural avoidance, antipredator 

responses, resource partitioning, differential nutrient pathways, digestive capacities, and even 

potential cascading effects on other trophic levels. This integrated approach offers valuable insights 

into the mechanisms driving ecological relationships between mammals and their responses to 

ongoing environmental change and anthropogenic disturbance, with implications for biodiversity 

conservation and ecosystem management. 

 


